INTRODUCTION

With the end of the Cold War and the advent of the War on Terror, Private Military
Companies/Firms (PMFs) 9 have become an ever present part of modern armed conflict and post-conflict reconstruction 10 . They do have no dearth of clients 11 . The implications of this proliferation of private security and military companies for international humanitarian law and human rights are only beginning to be appreciated, as potential violations and misconduct by their employees have come to light in Iraq and Afghanistan
12
. This paper critically examines the theoretical risks posed by private military and security company activity with respect to violations of international humanitarian law and human rights, together with the incentives that these companies have to comply with those norms. 9 The companies that comprise the privatized military industry are referred to as private military companies ("PMCs") or private military firms ("PMFs"). Additionally, author and Brookings Institute scholar P.W. 3
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AN OVERVIEW ON PMF'S
WHAT ARE PRIVATE MILITARY COMPANIES/FIRMS?
PMFs are businesses that provide governments with professional services intricately linked to warfare; they represent, in other words, the corporate evolution of the age-old profession of mercenaries 13 . Unlike the individual dogs of war of the past, however, PMFs are corporate bodies that offer a wide range of services, from tactical combat operations and strategic planning to logistical support and technical assistance 14 .
EMERGENCE OF PMFS
The modern private military industry emerged at the start of the 1990s, driven by three dynamics: the end of the Cold War, transformations in the nature of warfare that blurred the lines between soldiers and civilians, and a general trend toward privatization and outsourcing of government functions around the world 15 . These three forces fed into each other. When the face-off between the United States and the Soviet Union ended, professional armies around the world were downsized 16 . At the same time, increasing global instability created a demand for more troops. Warfare in the developing world also became messier-more chaotic and less professional-involving forces ranging from warlords to child soldiers, while Western powers became more reluctant to intervene The Pentagon has entered into more than 3,000 such contracts over the last decade. 19 It is estimated that the Pentagon employs over 700,000 private contractors stationed all over the globe. 7
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PMFS AND LAWS GOVERNING WARS:
While private, profit-motivated military actors are as old as the history of organized warfare, the international laws of war that specifically deal with their presence and activity are largely absent or ineffective. Particularly with regard to PMFs, what little law exists has been rendered outdated by the new ways in which these companies operate 34 .
In short, international law, as it stands now, is too primitive in this area to handle such a complex issue that has emerged just in the last decade 35 .
The earliest formalized international laws of war in the modern state system were the However, it still placed the burden of enforcement exclusively on state regimes, failing to take into account that they were often unwilling, unable, or just uninterested in the task 45 . 48 . Immediately, EO began training an elite corps of Sierra Leoneans in the art of war and assisting in putting down the rebellion. Arthur Walker and Carl Alberts, ordered to fly air strikes over the bush in order to drive out the rebels.
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Unable to distinguish between civilians and rebels, the two pilots radioed back to their commander, asking for guidance. The commander's response: "kill everybody"; the pilots readily complied. The emergence of PMFs in India might not take place sooner, but when it does, it will create a new page for itself in the books of Human Rights violations. 
